
SHORTER NOTES 

MAGNUS AND MARCELLINUS: UNNOTICED ACROSTICS IN 
THE CYRANIDES 

1. Pp. 28-29 Kaimakis (from Harpocration) 
MaIKalpa oTadvr7, TrOV QEWCV 'y7rTpLa, 

Avaaaa, rrdalv ev uVTroiS vvadoTpa, 
ralr?s KpaTrova, ovpavov Kat acpos, 
Noov Avovaa OTrpv'r)6pop TrOT6 

5 <OA>)s <T')> TrelTa rv L7EAos, 7TroLoaa Se 

YrTvov, KTA. 
5 cl;s 7TLAvetv codd.: e.g. correxi. Bacchus est AvautueA7rs (Hedylus, epigr. 12) et hvaLipwov 
(Anacreont. 49. 2 Pr.). 

2. Pp. 42-43 K. 

MaKapTaO' 'Ep,Iu, 4Odv EaTL aov iLEpo/? 
AyvctSurog aVTOV 8 aOTL <(7naav> 47 VaLs. 
rTvos yap avSpjv, <KaC)> TtS ?7pL0Oeos aocJ&s 
Nocv, 0pevr7pr7s <rnavTa> KaL LWvaT'7s OcSv, 

5 OVK av 7ro0 EPOL TOVT ', aAAa& TTrraaetLv av' 

Y7rp0?eos yap Eartv SIe 77 votai. 

2-4 supplevi. 5-6 &AAad contra metrum. 7TTalaeLEv avv7rrpOETos codd.: correxi 

3. Pp. 50-51K. 

tMaitvas aKL8voxap) Ka; SElv'a fpoToiaLv aTraaiv 
AVrTO <O(S JL>/)OpEEL KpovlrSs Kal /dos ev aTrpols, 
raLa KaL KTL'a Xpuvav 18' apyvpov, rEoAe0peveLv 
Nocaov Kal 7TEVLav sLVV ov EatoFis Vr' avayKIsg. 

5 OVOK apa 7TrS altcv ayao6g, aAA' oa'TLv avayKa 
eLEwv yaiav &aTaaav OS' ovpavov aaTepoevTa 

Maartwcv {olpatat, porovS ay7XoV V7r' avadyKrS, 
AViTO a5va KpoviorSs- EtS KOLpavos eLV eVL KOUaLt 
P63otIS ad0adproLaL KVALVSoO.LEVO <T(E> opELaLS 

10 KvKAhaKwcv Ta<E> 7) dvra 7&' vrToA7hS Ertl 8vatas, 
E7rTa7r6poIt 'APKTTOL9 Sval avyKtvovtbE?va 7raTva. 
AvaooL,ev7 tvXuX, apKElaOw o0aaa av Ka.veLs' 
Aualotrvov KaLpov, Et Kal LtEya, EyyLaal OvTC0S' 
Iae& Oeov, yIVWOKE ev aEpL KaL ve?E'AaLaL 

15 Novaov u7Trepuvyova' 0Oev otLKaaco EKOAa@r77s. 
.Q /vX'u, a'v p LKaOpa Ka aOdvaTo TOT' Eovuaa KTA. 

1 fort. Maipav, nam Sirius (ut Hesiodus docet, Op. 586) debiles viros facit ad venerem 

(&Kt8voxapi)), idemque febres immittit; cf. 2 kados ev aaTpoLs. Pro a7raat malim a7ravTa. 
2 OopeZ vel e(6p?l codd.: supplevi. 3 KTUraeL Xpvauv Kai codd.: correxi. 11 
&7Ta7r6AoI codd.: correxi. Stellae eminent vii in Ursa utraque; etiam Pleias rrdTarropos audit 
ex eadem causa. 13 AvalrTvov scripsi pro Avo/evov. 14 'lao, v.l. evOvs; possis o1v. 

15 56ev scripsi pro lts ov. 

4. Pp. 96-97 K. 
M7' KdaLve O6vr)T awaL,aTL, iVX, XP'r) p 
Apx71v rTAo (<T'> Xovaa' oTse yp p6dvn 
rTa' TO aU' uL ( vvv> 0opEis AvT7r)v EXEiv 
Noaotat trtKpats Kal VO6,LOL KpaTrovLEvov, 

5 0v t,..,V po6voLaLv, aAAa Kal KplaoEs EXELv. 
Ev 8' av'Ta Kap.LvEs Trrvra Kat Av7rovpEvr). 
MvpLCUWuVL OeE {OIev}, aKOve KapLOv1 T(jV A6yov' 
Avaf a'7Trdvrwv Earlv avOpw7ros Luovos 
PrTg S rravrasva ovvoidagWV Kal BAft'rwv 

10 KaL Oecov aie8Lv a'yyEAovs Kat oaliLovas. 
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El (<yap a>)avTrv erTras EK OWcv Sa/Lzovas 
AaAEiv a7TavTr'a oaaa KTLagS ,ovos 

Aoyolal 0elols, ayyEAovs r't),uv ae'. 

<Iao)>s 8 K<ayw Ecl, (auv7TraOgs tavToiv 
15 N6ototLov avTovi Kca voaoLs Ka' LAaplaLs. 

2 Moipa aeT7rr KTA. 

1 /vXt post Ka/lve codd.: traieci. 2 1OW6vqv codd.: correxi. 5 vootoal roVrotS codd.: 
correxi. 7 0edv seclusi. 11, 14 supplevi. 

I note only my own emendations; others (not affecting the acrostics) I have taken 
from R. Ganszyniec, Byz.-neugr. Jahrb. 2 (1921), 445 ff., or D. Kaimakis, Die 

Kyraniden (Meisenheim, 1976). 
The Magnus who composed these poems, if not identical with the Alexandrian 

Harpocration from whom the compiler of the Cyranides took them, might possibly 
be the fourth-century physician from Nisibis (PLRE i, Magnus 7) who practised in 
Alexandria. We know from Libanius that he was in Egypt in 364 and 388. Palladas' 

epitaph on him (A.P. 11. 281) bears the heading els M6ayvov 1arpoaoLtauriv in the 

manuscripts, and Eunapius (vit. Soph. 20) represents him as more notable for 

eloquence than for effectiveness as a healer. The emphasis on the power of wealth to 
counteract sickness in the third poem (3 f.) would suit a professional doctor, though 
he is clearly not one whose methods are rigorously scientific. Against the identification 
with Magnus of Nisibis is the fact that the latter is presumably the author of the 

epigram about Galen in A.P. 16. 270, which suggests a more accomplished versifier 
than the author of the acrostics. 

Without a firm identification for Magnus it is hardly profitable to speculate about 
the identity of Marcellinus. It may, however, be worth pointing out that the historian 
Ammianus Marcellinus, besides being a contemporary of Magnus of Nisibis, himself 
served at Nisibis in 354 (and passed through it again a few years later); and that both 
men appear as recipients of letters from Libanius.1 

Bedford College, London M. L. WEST 

Amm. 14. 9. 1, 18. 6. 8; Lib. ep. 843, 1063. 

ERRATUM 

C.Q. n.s. 31 (1981), 468 line 12 should read 'the surviving portion covering his own 
lifetime, in the lost books he was subject to'; line 16 should have 'Confidence'. 
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