480 SHORTER NOTES

MAGNUS AND MARCELLINUS: UNNOTICED ACROSTICS IN
THE CYRANIDES

1. Pp. 28-29 Kaimakis (from Harpocration)
Makaipa Bordvy, Tawv Gedv HyqTpia,
Avagoa, maow év durois SuwvdoTpia,
Tains kpatoboa, odpavod kai dépos,
Néov Adovea Borpunddpw méTw
5 {OA)ws {1’) émeira mav pélos, morodoa &é
Ymvov, kTA.
5 s émAvew codd.: e.g. correxi. Bacchus est Avouuedns (Hedylus, epigr. 12) et Avoigpwv
(Anacreont. 49. 2 Pr.).

2. Pp. 42-43K.

Makdprad’ “Epud), {@bv éot odv pépoyp:
Ayvwaros adtod 8’ éor {mdow) 1) Pbas.
Tévos yap dvdpaw, {kal) Tis fuifeos oopis
Nodv, ¢pevipns {mavra) kal uborys Gecaw,
3 » k] kA ~_ ) 3 \ ’ »
5 Odx v mof’ ebpor T007’, GAAG TTaiceier dv-
Ynépbeos yap éotw 18e 7 dias.

2-4 supplevi. 5-6 GAAd contra metrum. wraiceev avumépferos codd.: correxi

3. Pp. 50-51K.

tMaidvas dxidvoxapi) kai Sewa Bpotoiow dmaow
AdTos {bs éu)dopéer Kpovidus ral pdos év dorpous,
Taig xai krice xpvaov i8’ dpyvpov, é€olebpedewv
Nodoov kai meviav Sewny Seouois Um’ avdyxs.
5 O¥x dpa mas alwv dyabés, aAX* éoTww dvdyka

Zeiwv yaiav dmacav 18’ odpavov dorepdevra
Maori{wv poipaia, Bpotovs dyywv vm’ dvdykns,
Adros aval Kpovidns: €ls roipavos elv évi kbopw
PéuBois adldproor kvAwddpevés {te) mopelais

10 Kuxdiokwv 16{8¢) mavra am’ dvrodins émi Svouds,
Enranépois “Aprrows dval ovykwoipeva mavra.
Avoopévn Yuxn, dpreiofw dooa ov kauvews:
Avamévov xkaipod, €l kal péya, éyyioar dvtws:
Io0. Bebv, yivwoke év dépt kal vepélaro

15 Nodaov imeppuyéovo’ 80ev olkioac’ éxoldaldns.
Q Yy, ob pdxapa kai dfdvaros 161’ éodoa kTA.

1 fort. Maipav, nam Sirius (ut Hesiodus docet, Op. 586) debiles viros facit ad venerem

(&xidvoyapt), idemque febres immittit; cf. 2 ddos év darpois. Pro dmact malim dmavra.

2 dopei vel eddper codd.: supplevi. 3 ko€t xpvoov kai codd.: correxi. 11

émramélows codd.: correxi. Stellae eminent vii in Ursa utraque; etiam Pleias émramopos audit

ex eadem causa. 13 Avaumévov scripsi pro Avouévou. 14 {ob, v.l. €dBVs; possis i69.
15 &fev scripsi pro eis dv.

4. Pp. 96-97K.
M7 kduve @ odpary, Yuxy, xpévwv
Apxy Tédos {1°) éxovaa- olde yap pévy
Tain 76 adp’ & {viv) dopeis Abmny éxew
Néooiow mikpals kai véuois kpatoluevov,
;U Sy y

5 OV pyw pévotow, dAAa kal kpioews éxew.
2 8 adra kduvers mdvra kai Avmovuév).
Mupiwvuue Oe€ {fedv}, drove xdpod Tawv Adywr:
Ava¢ dmdvrwv éotiv &vfpwmos wévos
Pyrds dmavras odvoudlwy kal BAémwy

\ -~ 3 3 /7 \ ’
10 Kai Oedv deidwv dyyélovs kai Salpovas.
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Els {yap o)eavrov elmas éx Oedv daipovas
Aaleiv dmavra Sooa éxTicas pdvos
Adyoot Beiois, ayyéovs Huav del.
{Iow)s 8¢ xayd elut ovumabns tadrod

15 Népotow adrod kal véoos kai idapiais.
Q Moipa oemry kTA.

1 Yuxn post kauve codd.: traieci. 2 uévqw codd.: correxi. 5 wépoior TodTors codd.:
correxi. 7 fecwv seclusi. 11, 14 supplevi.

I note only my own emendations; others (not affecting the acrostics) I have taken
from R. Ganszyniec, Byz.-neugr. Jahrb. 2 (1921), 445 ff., or D. Kaimakis, Die
Kyraniden (Meisenheim, 1976).

The Magnus who composed these poems, if not identical with the Alexandrian
Harpocration from whom the compiler of the Cyranides took them, might possibly
be the fourth-century physician from Nisibis (PLRE i, Magnus 7) who practised in
Alexandria. We know from Libanius that he was in Egypt in 364 and 388. Palladas’
epitaph on him (4.P. 11. 281) bears the heading els Mdyvov {atpocodiarsy in the
manuscripts, and Eunapius (viz. Soph. 20) represents him as more notable for
eloquence than for effectiveness as a healer. The emphasis on the power of wealth to
counteract sickness in the third poem (3 f.) would suit a professional doctor, though
he is clearly not one whose methods are rigorously scientific. Against the identification
with Magnus of Nisibis is the fact that the latter is presumably the author of the
epigram about Galen in 4.P. 16. 270, which suggests a more accomplished versifier
than the author of the acrostics.

Without a firm identification for Magnus it is hardly profitable to speculate about
the identity of Marcellinus. It may, however, be worth pointing out that the historian
Ammianus Marcellinus, besides being a contemporary of Magnus of Nisibis, himself
served at Nisibis in 354 (and passed through it again a few years later); and that both
men appear as recipients of letters from Libanius.!

Bedford College, London M. L. WEST

! Amm. 14. 9. 1, 18. 6. 8; Lib. ep. 843, 1063.

ERRATUM

C.Q. n.s. 31 (1981), 468 line 12 should read ‘the surviving portion covering his own
lifetime, in the lost books he was subject to’; line 16 should have ‘Confidence’.
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